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First things First! 
Let’s get a Google Account...it’s free!!! 
https://www.google.com/accounts/ 

D
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These are all 
considered 
search  items in 
Google. 



In the regular Search box you can….. 
Use it like a calculator 
Use it as a conversion tool 
Use it like a dictionary 
Find the weather 
Find your flight 
Find a movie 
 
 

In Calculator: 
You can also go to  
http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/
features.html#calculator 
 

As a conversion Tool: 
You can also go to  
http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/
features.html#calculator 
 

In Calculator: 
You can also go to  
http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/
features.html#calculator 
 

As a Dictionary: 
You can also go to  
http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/
features.html#calculator 
 

For weather: type in the name of the city and state………. 

For the movies…….. 



Google Search Tips: 

From the Google Tools website 



More on Google Searches: 
 
 Google is not case sensitive: searching for doughnut is the same as DoughNut 
 Google excludes common words (also called stop words) like “I” , “the” etc. 
 
filetype: 
 returns links to documents with the given file type. 

For example searching for doughnuts filetype:java will find portable and object-oriented doughnuts. 
Currently officially supported file types are pdf, ps, wk1, wk2, wk3, wk4, wk5, wki, wks, wku, lwp, mw, xls, 
ppt, doc, wks, wps, wdb, wri, rtf, swf, ans, txt, but other are supported as well, like xml, cpp, java etc. 

Search for PowerPoint Presentations: 
2 ways  
You can use the advanced search: 
go to www.google.com, click on advanced 
Enter what you are looking for 
Choose the filetype which would be PPT or PPTX 
 
 
Or 
 
Go to regular Google 
 
Type in the topic-space and the word filetype: ppt 
For example……. 
 
 doughnuts filetype:ppt 



Google Custom Searches 
 

This is a great tool if you are creating web pages.  It does 
not have to be commercial. 



Google Image Searches—Awesome! 

Type what you are looking for…… 
You can filter your search…..once you get your first search page to appear….click on “Any content” 



Selecting pictures……. 
First remember copyright! After typing 

in what you 
are looking 
for, look at 
the thumb-
nails. 
 
Click on the 
thumbnail of 
the picture 
you like. 

You will then be taken to the website where the picture is lo-
cated…..another thumbnail is located at the top. 

It’s a good 
idea to see if 
it comes 
from a 
“FREE” 
clipart web-
site. 
But wait 
your not 
done…... 

Click on the thumbnail at the top again……... 

When you arrive on a page where the clipart is 
alone…..right click and copy. 



Google Book Search 
http://books.google.com/googlebooks/about.html 

 

Google News Search 
Go to the regular google.com page and click on News 
at the top. 

Search for topic, on results page look for relevance or date and time. 

There are more searches that you can find by going to: 
http://www.google.com/help/features.html#essentials 



iGoogle is for me! 
Once you have a Google account you can set up your own iGoogle page.  It allows you to locate all 
your goodies in one place.  No more traveling from page to page for information. 

After you set up your Google account, go to google.com, then click on iGoogle 

You can select what pages you would like to link to, and even add a theme to your site. 

Google Recipe Search! 
Just type in the ingredients you have…… 
 
http://www.google.com/coop/cse?cx=015771065305756388770%3Atrs3ia5ov8u  
 



Google Alerts 

Once you have your alert created , choose to send it to your email account or a 
feed. 

Google Maps 
There are simple uses and then there is more…….. 
Go to Google.com and click on maps in the top right hand corner.. 

Type in an address 
Click search 
 
There are many map 
features. 
 
Street level look 
Directions 
Reverse directions. 
 



Google Maps Activities 
 
Find the following 
Your school……… 
Don’t forget satellite view 
 
Your house 
 
Your grandparents house 
 
How far is it from your house to school? 
Plan and print your map. 

Google Maps for Educators 
http://www.google.com/educators/p_maps.html 
Maps for Educators 
http://www.google.com/educators/p_maps.html 
Google Map-Google Earth Lesson Plans 
http://www.google.com/educators/p_maps.html 
 
 

Advanced Google Maps 
You have to be signed in….. 

Click on distance Measurement. Type in a location 
starting point and an ending point or back and forth.  
You can see the results on the map. 



Create your custom 
map 
While you are logged in 
Click on my 
maps>create new map 

You Tube Video 
http://maps.google.com/help/maps/
mymaps/create.html 

You and your class can do a collaborative map. 
A very good “how to” http://maps.google.com/help/maps/mymaps/create.html 
Ideas in your book. 



Google Blog 
Web+ log = Blog 

More Blog Ideas 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/blog/blogideas2.cfm 

Google Reader 
Subscribe to blogs-see what’s new 
http://www.teachersfirst.com/content/blog/blogideas2.cfm 



Google Notebook 
What a great way to keep up with resources! 
http://www.google.com/notebook/#b=BDQ8gSgoQ-cL876Ek 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cII3TtewLsc&eurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%
2Egoogle%2Ecom%2Fnotebook%2F&feature=player_embedded 
 
http://www.wtvi.com/TEKS/06_07_articles/google-notebook.html 

Taking notes about a particular topic while searching the internet can be a daunting 
task for students. Sometimes teachers only allow students to print a single page of in-
formation from all of the sources that they have found. Other teachers find themselves 
left with reams of wasted paper when students unintentionally print an entire website 
instead of printing a specific page. With Google Notebook©, one of the free productiv-
ity tools from Google©, note taking becomes much easier and meaningful. 

One of the many benefits of using Google Notebook is during research collaboration. 
Students may share their notebooks with classmates who may make additions and 
comments. Information is easily manipulated and organized making information gath-
ering on the internet much more easy. 

In order to use Google Notebook, users must have a Google account and log in. Tak-
ing notes is as easy: simply highlight the desired information and click on the yellow 
star at the bottom of the notebook. The selected information and site URL will be 
saved in the notebook. 

The mini Google Notebook 

http://www.google.com/googlenotebook/tour1.html 

Google Notebook FAQ’s 

http://www.google.com/googlenotebook/tour1.html 



Google Calendar 
Keep track and get reminders 
Www.google.com/calendar 

Google Sites 
Create your own website 
http://sites.google.com/?pli=1 
 
Sample teacher website using Google Sits 
http://sites.google.com/a/googleclassrooms.org/mrs-richau/Home 



Google Docs 
Create and share word processing docs, spreadsheets, presenta-
tions and more……… 
http://www.google.com/educators/p_docs.html 
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=ddnctvgt_216hf44mcfn 
 

More ideas for Google Docs 
http://www.ideastoinspire.co.uk/googledocs.htm 



Knol-a unit of knowledge.  (or maybe Google’s answer to Wikipedia) 

A knol is an introductory article about a specific subject. To write a successful knol, focus on the first 
things a reader would want to know about your topic. Remember that knols are openly available 
online, so you should aim to write for the broadest possible audience. For example, it’s best to avoid 
jargon and explain technical terms in straightforward language. 
 



Examples of good knols 

 

The DTV Transition and You, by Lana Waters 
Arctic Exploration by Russel Potter 

Type 2 Diabetes by Anne Peters 

Creating a podcast by Nick Marino 

Rare Earths by Narayan Thakur 

Buttermilk Pancakes by Scott Jenson 

Kitchen Faucet Installation by The Family Handyman Magazine 

Snow skis buying guide by Scott Blair 

How to Backpack by Ryan Moulton 

Solar Energy by William Pentland 

Speed Costs Power, by Jeff Radtke 

Cancer Prevention by Graham Colditz, et al. 

The Physics of Giants and Dwarves, Julian G. Franco 

Chemistry Demos by Andy Sae  

Want to see what a good knol looks like? Here are a few examples of knols that follow the guidelines we’ve set out above:  



Picasa 
http://picasa.google.com/ 

Picasa allows you to create albums and upload them directly to Picasa Web 
Albums (online)  
You can then invite people to see your album or make it public. 

This is a 
sample of 
a photos 
site cre-
ated with 
Picasa/
Google 

There are 
many 
things you 
can do in 
photos!  
Share, 
download, 
print, 
search by 
face and 
more! 



Google Earth 
http://earth.google.com/ 
 
 

Once you download and install Google Earth, your computer becomes a window to any-
where, allowing you to view high-resolution aerial and satellite imagery, photos, eleva-
tion terrain, road and street labels, business listings, and more 
Five Cool, Easy Things You Can Do in Google Earth 

Want to jump in and start having fun with Google Earth? Try any of the following: 
View an image of your home, school or any place on Earth - Click Fly To. Enter the location in the input box and 
click the Search button. In the search results (Places panel), double click the location. Google Earth flies you to this loca-

tion.  Search button 

1. Tour the world - In the Places panel, open the Learn and Explore folder and double click Explore. 
Get driving directions from one place to another and fly (follow) the route - See Getting Directions and Tour-

ing the Route. 

View other cool locations and features created by other Google Earth users - In the Layers panel, check Com-
munity Showcase. Interesting placemarks and other features appear in the 3D viewer. Double click these points of 
interest to view and explore. See Using Points of Interest (POIs) for more information. 

View 3D terrain of a place - This is more fun with hilly or mountainous terrain, such as the Grand Canyon. Go to a 
location (see number 1). When the view shows the location, use the zoom slider to tilt the terrain. See Using the Navi-
gational Controls and Tilting and Viewing Hilly Terrain for more information. 
 
More to do: http://www.google.com/gadgets/directory?synd=earth&cat=featured&preview=on 

From http://earth.google.com/intl/en/userguide/v5/ 



Google Reader 
Google Reader in Plain English:http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSPZ2Uu_X3Y 
 

Google Reader constantly checks your favorite news sites and blogs for new content. Whether a 
site updates daily or monthly, you can be sure that you won't miss a thing. Google Reader is a 
free web-based reader to aggregate and read all your news and blog (RSS) feeds.   

http://www.google.com/help/reader/tour.html 

Presentation on uses of RSS in the classroom  

Using RSS in the classroom 

RSS: Real(ly) Simple Syndication or Rich Site Summary = a webfeed delivered as an XML file to an aggregator or feed collector / reader.  

General Benefits (for education):  

➢ Organizing and streamlining the abundance of content on the web.  

➢ Allowing for an approach to reading the combines both scanning (picking out interesting and relevant materials) and synthesizing 

(making connections between the relevant and interesting materials).  

➢ Developing reading skills important for both our students and ourselves as we all become more inundated with information.  

➢ Gives students the opportunity to evaluate and weed out content on the web.  

For Students 

• It stays much more current than a textbook: Students can subscribe to topic-specific sites that relate to the course, allowing them 

to stay aware of recent developments in the field. These feeds can help them with research (both finding topics and finding further infor-

mation). Students can also contribute to the collection of feeds by seeking out relevant sites on the web and sharing these feeds with the 

class.  

• Ease of reading and commenting on peers’ blogs: In a class that uses blogs, RSS can make more efficient the exchange of ideas 

and knowledge that makes blogs a worthwhile pedagogical tool in the first place. Students can subscribe to the blogs of their classmates 

and easily see when they’ve been updated. 

• Think differently about writing for a digital world. Using RSS in a classroom where students are writing for the web offers the 

opportunity for students to think about how to craft writing that might be delivered and initially read in the form of a news feed (ofton 

only a headline and brief “blurb”).  

For Educators 

• Making announcements: Do you always remember something after class that you wanted to say during class? Keep a class blog 

site for announcements and assignments. Every time you update it, students will be able to view the update via their RSS aggregators.  

• Reading students’ blogs: In a blogging classroom, RSS eliminates the need to go to each individual student blog; instead, they come 

to you. You can read through students’ blogs in half the time. You can also use RSS to keep track of comments left on student blog posts.  

• Get updates on the latest news in your field: Google (news.google.com) or yahoo (news.yahoo.com) news advanced search will 

give you a feed to subscribe to that will update your reader whenever your search topic has new articles locatable on the web.  

• Combine with a social bookmarking site like del.icio.us to create feeds for specific tags. If you create a unique tag for a specific 

class, then any bookmarks you (or anybody) adds with that tag will be automatically fed to both your RSS reader and your students’.  

 

VTmtngrrl. (2007, February 13). Presentation on uses of RSS in the classroom. In The most cake. Weblog post retrieved July 1, 2009, from http://

vtgrrlscake.blogspot.com/2007/02/presentation-on-uses-of-rss-in.html 
 



Google News 
Google News is a computer-generated news site that aggregates headlines from news sources worldwide, 
groups similar stories together and displays them according to each reader's personalized interests. 



Google Apps for Education 
Imagine how valuable it would be if your entire campus community — students, faculty, and staff — could share infor-
mation and ideas more easily. With Google Apps Education Edition, you can start bringing that vision to life. 

 

http://www.google.com/a/help/intl/en/edu/index.html 

 

Google Apps Lesson Plans 

http://www.google.com/a/help/intl/en/edu/resource.html 



Google Groups 
What are Google Groups?  http://groups.google.com/intl/en/googlegroups/tour3/index.html 
 

 
Join in on what others are talking about 
 
From within a group, you can reply to a message that someone else posted, or post a message or question of your own. 
 
Start a discussion in your own group 
 
Create a group of your own so you can get in touch and keep in touch with your group's members. 
 
Discuss online or over email 
 
You can choose whether you want to read and post messages online, or to just use your current email account to read 
and respond. 
Create web pages right inside your group 
 
Use it for information about your group, shared documents, or anything you want to publish online. Any member can 
view, contribute to, and comment on the pages, from right within your group. 
 
Build a knowledge base 
 
Capture the content and information that may already be in your discussions, in a way that's more easily accessible. 
Have a group for discussing the best restaurants in your area? Why not create a page that lists members' favorite res-
taurants? 
 
Upload files 
 
Group members can upload files and share their work with others in the group. 
 
Learn more about each other 
 
Each member of a group can create a profile, including a picture and quote. Now you can share information about your-
self, and even find other members using search. 



Google Desktop 
Desktop allows you to do several things on your computer and the web. 
 
You have lots of information on your computer. Wouldn't it be great if you could find it all when you need it? You can use 
Google Desktop to locate your files, emails, past IM chats, and web pages you've seen. And Google Gadgets with sidebar 
puts up-to-the-minute info - your email, photos, weather, news stories, etc. - right on your desktop. 

Desktop search 
• Search your computer as easily as you search the web with Google 
• Find and launch applications and files with just a few keystrokes 
Sidebar with gadgets 
• Add Google Gadgets to customize your desktop and iGoogle  
• Get news, weather and more anywhere on your desktop 

 

http://desktop.google.com/        <<<<<<<<<<<to install 

 

Google Scholar 
Google Scholar provides a simple way to broadly search for scholarly literature. From one place, you can 
search across many disciplines and sources: peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, abstracts and articles, 
from academic publishers, professional societies, preprint repositories, universities and other scholarly organi-
zations. Google Scholar helps you identify the most relevant research across the world of scholarly research. 
 
http://scholar.google.com/schhp?hl=en 
 
A short demo video  http://www.southalabama.edu/coe/bset/dempsey/googlescholar/
googlescholar.htm 





Google Tip of the Day 
http://www.google.com/intl/en/help/features.html#calculator 
The Google Classroom 
http://www.thegoogleclassroom.com/ 
 
Google Apps 
http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/boisebarbara-156400-
googleappseducation-writingworkshop-entertainment-ppt-
powerpoint/ 
 
 


